
Author   visits    with    Jenn  Bishop 
As a middle grade author and former teen and children’s public 
librarian, I love visiting schools and libraries to talk about books and 
the writing life, and inspiring the next generation of readers and 
writers.  
 

My books 
 
My debut novel, The Distance To Home 
(Alfred A. Knopf / Random House, 2016),  
a Junior Library Guild selection, is a 
celebration of sisterhood and summertime, and of finding the courage to 
get back in the game. 
 
Coming in summer 2017 from Alfred A. Knopf / Random House:  
14 Hollow Road, a stand-alone middle grade novel about a tornado, 
middle school crushes, a missing dog, and the true meaning of 
friendship. 
 

 

Presentations 
From the Minor Leagues to the Big Show: One Writer’s Journey to Publication 
 
With an analogy to the long journey from the minor league to the majors in professional 
baseball, I chart my journey to publishing my debut novel, The Distance To Home. I’ll share 
some of my earliest work (i.e. books I wrote in elementary school), talk about the importance of 
reading widely, and share a few stories about baseball players who beat the odds.  
Common Core: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3/5.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.6/5.6; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.6 
 
 
But I Don’t Want To: Why Revision is the Key to Writing 
 
Even successfully published authors sometimes struggle with seeing the flaws in their own work, 
but the truth is that nobody has ever written a perfect first draft, so revision is vital. I’ll share 
revision techniques that have worked for me, as well as processes that have led to success for 
other authors. Together, we’ll examine how the beginning of The Distance to Home evolved over 
several drafts. 
Common Core: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.5/5.5; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.5 



Author  visit  details 

 
 My honorarium for the 2016-2017 school year is $500 for a full day school visit 

(including four 30-50 minute presentations, an author lunch with preselected students, 
and an optional interview with student publications), $200 for a half-day. This applies for 
all local visits. The honorarium is due on the day of my visit. For non-local visits, 
transportation and lodging will be additional costs. 

 
 Keeping in mind that The Distance To Home is best suited for grades 4-6, my 

presentations are tailored for this age group. That said, I am happy to speak to wider 
audiences about my writing journey and revision. 

 
 For public library visits, book clubs, Girl Scouts, etc., I can create or adapt a program to 

suit your particular needs and audience. 
 

 If you are interested in providing books for students to purchase, I can help you work 
with your local bookstore or direct you to my publisher for a discount. 

 
 The author visit will be especially meaningful if students have read and discussed The 

Distance To Home in advance. 
 
 

Skype 
I am also available for 20-minute Skype or Google Hangout visits with classes and clubs at no 
cost. 
 

Contact  
You can find more information about me and my books on my website, jennbishop.com, and get 
in touch via email at jenn@jennbishop.com. 
 
 

 

 

Jenn Bishop 
Author of The Distance To Home (ISBN: 978-1-101-93871-3) 


